who began by placing me in possession of a mass of papers so ad-
mirably classified and docketed as to simplify enormously the task of
scrutiny and assimilation, and has since then been invariably ready
to answer the countless questions I have rained in on her on points of
detail. As to the letters to Spender quoted in this volume, I am
indebted for permission to use them either to the writers, if still alive,
or to their literary executors. In the former category I may mention
with special gratitude the Prime Ministers of Great Britain and of
Canada, and in the latter the Earl of Rosebery, Lord Fisher and
Lord Esher in relation to letters from their respective fathers. Sir
Alfred Watson, for twenty years one of Spender's principal col-
leagues on the Westminster Gazette has helped me both positively
with valuable information and negatively by saving me from more
than one reprehensible error.

Spender himself wrote one book, Life, Journalism and Politics,
which is almost wholly autobiographical. On that I have naturally
and necessarily drawn largely, but being published in 1927 it
says nothing of the last fifteen years of his life, and, being written
by Spender himself it gives no picture of Spender as the world saw
and estimated him. He characteristically omitted from his book
most or all of the tributes to his work which I have been free to
publish here. It is perhaps on its rectification of such omissions that
this volume can best base its claim to the indulgence of whatever
readers it may attract,

Abinger Common.                                        WILSON HARRIS,

, 1945.